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Criteria for recommending priority chemicals 
2

´The degree of potential exposure to the public or 
specific subgroups 
´The likelihood of a chemical being a carcinogen 

or toxicant based on peer  -  reviewed health data, the 
chemical structure, or the toxicology of chemically 
related compounds 
´The limits of laboratory detection for the 

chemical, including the ability to detect the chemical 
at low enough levels that could be expected in the 
general population 
´Other criteria that the panel may agree to
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Exposure potential
´ Significant exposure potential for QACs:

• National aggregate production volumes
• Use in a wide variety of applications, including as 

antimicrobials and disinfectants
• Detections in indoor air and dust
• Environmental detections

´ Global QACs market forecasted to grow by >60% from 2019 
to 2027
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Possible health concerns4

´Dermal irritation 
´Respiratory effects 
´Nervous system effects 
´Reproductive and developmental effects 
´Immunological effects 
´Altered cellular function and effects on 

metabolism



Potential for antimicrobial resistance5



Options for the Panel6

´Recommend the class “quaternary ammonium 
compounds (QACs)” be added to the list of 
priority chemicals 

´Defer consideration of QACs 
´Decide against adding QACs as priority 

chemicals



Questions?
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